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PAPERS OF THE SECOND COUNCIL OF SAFETY 

OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY IN SOUTH 

CAROLINA NOVEMBER 1775-MARCH 1776. 

[The Second Provincial Congress of South Carolina, the 
deputies to which had been elected at elections held on Mon- 
day and Tuesday the 7th and 8th and Monday and Tuesday 
the 28th and 29th of August, 1775, met in Charles Town on 
Wednesday, November 1, 1775, and selected William Henry 
Drayton for its president and Peter Timothy, who had been 
secretary of the First Provincial Congress, as its secretary. 
On November 16th the Congress elected a new Council of 
Safety consisting of Henry Laurens, Charles Pinckney, 
Thomas Ferguson, Arthur Middleton, Thomas Hey ward. Jr., 
William Henry Drayton, Rawlins Lowndes, Thomas Bee, 
James Parsons, David Oliphant, Thomas Savage, John 
Rutledge, Benjamin Elliott and Henry Middleton. The 
new Council consisted of fourteen members whereas the old 
Council had but thirteen. Ten of the old Council had 
been elected on the new. Miles Brewton had been lost at 
sea, and John Hugor and William Williamson were not 
reelected. Jiohn Rutledge, Henry Middleton, Dr. David 
Oliphant and Thomas Savage were the new members. The 
first meeting of the new Council was held on the 30th of 
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November. 1T75. This Council constituted the executive 
power in the Province until March 26, 1776, when the 
Province declared itself an independent State until an 
accommodation could be reached, with the British govern- 
ment, and erected an independent government, thereby 
doing away with the Council of Safety. The journal of this 
second Council of Safety up to February 26, 1776, has been 
published in Vol. 3, Collections of the South Carolina Historical 
Society, pp. 35 to 271. The following papers supply much 
information not furnished by the journal.] 

[1-] 

[MAJOR BARNARD ELLIOTT TO THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 1 ] 

Gentlemen — 

As I am Order'd to relieve L* Col: Roberts, 
who was posted at Fort Johnson, with instructions to com- 
mand also the Battery to the westward of it, I think it my 
duty to inform y T . honorable board, that I am vastly deficient 
in the number of men requisite to man the two Batteries, the 
Battery at Fort Johnson requires 153 men for the 17 Guns 
mounted on it; and there are now mounted 5 Guns on the 
West Battery, which requires 45 men, besides those, it is 
necessary 50 men should be in reserve to supply the places of 
such as fall in an engagement, all of which ought to know 
the whole duty of the Cannon. — 
The present intention here is that the Grenadier company 

1 The Council on December 5fch ordered Major Elliott to relieve 
Lieut. Col. Roberts of the command at Fort Johnson, and in Council 
on December 7th Mr. Bussel, of James Island, complained that Major 
Elliott had beaten him the day before "in a very severe and cruel 
manner." A letter was written to Major Elliott demanding an 
explanation, and on the 8th this letter was read in Council. On the 
9th ic was ordered that Major Elliott and Mr. Russel attend the 
Council at 12 o'clock the next day for a hearing. Accordingly Major 
Elliott attended and announced that the difference between Mr. Russel 
and himself had been accommodated. 
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consisting of 31 effective men, Capt: Mottes of 36 d°& Capt: 
Eveleighs 2 of 5, making altogether but 72 men, should do 
the duty of the garrison & Lower Battery, and that should 
an engagement happen as many more as are wanted should 
march in from the Camp, — this certainly would do very well 
if those to be march'd into the garrison, all understood the 
duty of the Gannon, but at the time they ought to be well 
acquainted with the business, they are to be then instructed, 
the consequence of which may be fatal to us. — I do wish to 
have the number of men necessary, Orderd constantly to 
attend the practice of the Cannon on the Batteries in the 
same mariner as they are to do in actual engagement, then 
when we see the enemy advancing we may in a minute be 
ready to receive them. 

On my entering on the duty of my station yesterday after- 
noon I visited the Western Battery, expecting to see the 
work far advanc'd, but was much disappointed. I saw a 
number of Negroes perhaps 40: some tying the Palmetto 
Logs to a stake drove in the sand, others doing nothing, & 
but 3 Carpenters actually at Work, I asked for the Over- 
seer, and was inform'd by a White Overlooker of the 
Carpenters that NL T . Harris was gone to Town with the Boat 
& hands, and that the Overseer to the labourers was just 
gone, I desired he should be call'd & when he retnrn'd, 1 
asked him why he left work so early ? & desired he would 
see the Palmetto's got out of the Paver before he went away 
he told me the Negroes w d not do it, I desired he would 
insist upon their geting them up immediately, for a Western 
gale might break the rope & the Palmettos be drifted away 
before morning, as had to my certain knowledge happend 
before at Johnsons Battery, he refus'd obeying, words 
arose, I drew my hanger & slap'd him on the Cheek, he 
endeavourd to close & return the blow, but not be able, took 

2 All three of these companies— the Grenadiers, Motte's and Eve- 
leigh's — belonged to the 2d Regiment (Moultrie's) and not to the 
Artillery Regiment (4th Regiment) of which Elliott was the major. 
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to his heels and as he run off threatnd me with a Challenge in 
the morning. I then persued him overtook and gave him 
one or two more strokes over the shoulders he cry'd out 
murthV but knowing the blows could no way injure his life I 
left him & he hasted away, during this the Negroes all 
went off, leaving the Palmettos to the surge, but the Carpen- 
ter afterwards secured them, so, that but two or three were 
only floating by the Fort this morning adrift. 
I again visited the same Battery this morning, and saw only 
the Carpenters at their breakfast, asked why the Negroes 
that went off the evening before had not return'd, they 
tho* with myself, that the Overseer had prevented their 
return. — But promis'd to be active themselves in geting up 
the merlons, under the direction of M? Harris, I endeavonr'd 
to encourage them M? Harris arrived about an hour after 
with three Carpenters more, and as he since relates to me, 
had set them at work and went to Capt: Stones to get the 
Negroes which he had engag'd to supply the Public with for 
the erecting the new Battery, but M. r . Stone refus'd sending 
them, as did Mr Rivers also, another contract? ; & M. T . Stone 
inform'd M. r . Harris that the Overseer who I had struck, was 
gone with Mr Rivers to lay a complaint against me before 
your Council, which information has occasion'd the latter 
part of this letter, which is the very fact as minutely as I 
can recollect. 

If the affron't, allowing it to be so, should prevent the Con- 
tractors trom performing their agreem* with the Public, tho' 
neither meant or intended to them or their negroes, but 
purely produced by the behaviour of the Overseer, should 
any way effect the Public Work ("Which it ought not to do if 
they are really concern'd for their Countries weal) I will 
without other expence to the Public undertake to finish the 
"Whole Battery with 30 soldiers in One week, each soldier 
being allow'd 5 J ^ day & a gill of rum; and 6 Carpenters, 

at 15 1 a day each to be also employ'd on the merlons. 

Two Carriages for the 2 — Eighteen pounders now laying on 
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the Platform of the new Battery are very much wanted — 
Also 200 lbs more of Powder for Cannon, there being now 
not more than 9 rounds, which will be expended in half an 
hours Quick firing. — These wants should undoubtedly be 
asked for thro' Col: Moultrie, but the scarcity of Paper and 
urgency of time prevents my writing by this Opportunity to 
him. — 1 hope to have a furnace finished to morrow at Johnsons 
Battery & make no doubt but I shall amuse his Excellency 3 
with the Red hot Balls. And Am Gentlemen y T . Honors 
Most Obedt & Very ready 

Officer 

Barnard Elliott 

Fort Johnson. 7! h DecV 1775 — 

P S Since I wrote the above 

Col: Motte in his Order for to morrow 
will give me 153 Men for Jno:sons 
Battery, & by taking off all his guards & 
Ceu tries will much about man the 
new Battery,* — 

Endorsed: Majr Elliott 7 Dece'm 

1775. Becd in Council of 
Safety 8* h — postpon'd — 

[REPORT OF THE BARRACK AND MAGAZINE GUARDS. 4 ] 

Report of the Barrack & Magazine Guards Decern 1 " 9 th 1775. 

Barrack Guard Consisting of 1 Serj* 1 Corp* 9 privates 
augmented to I Serj! 1 Corporal 15 privates 

3 Lord William Campbell, Governor of South Carolina, who was 
then with the British men-of-war. in Charles Town Harbor. 

* See comment in Journal of Council of Safety, Vol. 3, Collections, 
page 70, on this report. 
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[3.] 

[RETURN OF THE 2D. REGIMENT. J 

A General Return of the Second South Carolina Regiment of Foot Commanded by Col 



Field Officers 



Colonel Moultrie 
Lt Colonel Motte 
Major Mc Kintosh 


Company's 


Commission' d 
Officers 


Staff Officers 


Non Commiss? 
Serjeants — 


Drummer 




P. 

cs 
O 


03 
43" 

s 
3 


CO 

+3'- 
*3 

£ 

3 

CM 


•1-5 

< 




a 

o 

it 
m 


en 

<v 


IP 


00" 

< 


43 

s 
a 

o 


till.- 
'5 

o 

CD 
tf 


o 


o 


mi* 
C8 


Q 

B 
O 


1 
1 

o 


in Dorchester 
In Dorchester 


Capt. Dl Hory's 

Fr: Marion 

Peter Hory's 

Anthony Ashby 

Nick : Eveleigh 

Js McDonald 

Isaac Harleston 

Fr: Huger 

W" 1 Mason 

Chs Motte 




i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 

i 
i 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 


1 

tt 

U 
tf 


i 

(• 
ft 
u 
a 
ft 

ft 

ft 


1 

if 
ft 

tt 
tf 

tf 

(f 

If 


2 

tt 

tf 
(1 


1 

tf 

" 
" 

a 
u 

ft- 


3 

1 
2 

2 
1 

2 

8 

i s 


ft 

2 
1 
1 

1 

2 
it 
» 


t( 

ft 
it 
ft 
(f 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 


ft 

1 

ff 
ft 

1 

ft 
ft 
tf 


2 

ft 

2 
1 


tf 

1 
1 
1 
1 

ft 
ft 

1 
ft 

tf 


tt 

ft 

tt 
tf 

tc 

it 
tt 




Total 




! 



























P s 



on Command at Dorchester 



Capt? Marion's ] 
Capt Huger's j 
L* Dnbosk j- ... ., n 

Lt J9 Shnbrick f wltn the Com P an y s 

L l Baker j 

L* Thomas Moultrie on Command in Town — 20 Rank & hie 
L* Lesesne & Lt Harleston recruiting with Capt Motte 
L te R? fuller & J? perronneau Sick in Town — 

Endorsed: General Return of 

the 2? Regiment of Foot 
10 December 1775 — 



At the Camp net 

Total of the Con 
fort & in the Cai 
all officers 400 o: 



)ND COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY. 



199 



[3.] 

[RETURN OF THE 2D. REGIMENT. J 

;h Carolina Regiment of Foot Commanded by Colonel William Moultrie DecLlO, th 1775 
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At the Camp near fort Johnson the 10 th December 1775 — 

A Dellient Adjutant to y e 2 d Reg 



Dorchester 
lys 

in Town — 20 Rank & file 
lg with Capt Motte 
in Town — 



Total of the Companys in the 
fort & in the Camp including 
all officers 400 of all ranks 
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[4-] 

[HOSPITAL REPORT OF THE 2D. REGIMENT.] 

Addressed .- To 

The Commanding 
Officer 
Charleston 



State of the Hospital of the 24 Reginit. of S. Carolina Pro- 
vincials Comdd: by Col? William Moultrie lO*! 1 Deer 1775. 

S John Dunn Wounds & Bruises. ... Captain Motte 

**. John Wickham . . . O Tertian Fever O , Do. 

H>< Austin Gurlev . . . o Intermtnt: Do & severe Cold B .Do. 

| Andrew Herren . . « Dead § . Do. 

m James Barns °° .old Diarrhoea Huger 

Benjamin Terry . . . Recovered from a Diarrhoea Do. 

Daniel Ohambler. .Relic? of a Dysentery P. Horry 

Francis Clark Old Dysentery D. Horry 

William Killigrove .... Dropsy Mason 

Samuel Nott Old Diarrhoea Marion 

10 Benjamen Stone. .Vener: Disease Do — 



Assistants 



Silvester Springer 

Margaret Springer 

Their Son 

4 Elizabeth Fagan 
— Wanted an Olderly Man, Sugar, Corn, 

1^ Rice Candles Blankets Paper 

Endorsed : State of the Hospital 
of the 2 d Regiment of 
Foot. 10 Decern 1775 

[To be continued in the next number of this Magazine.] 



